
 

Press Release 

M100 Media Award 2024 to Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu and Donald Tusk 

• Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz gives political speech 

• Award ceremony on 12 September at Orangery Sanssouci in Potsdam 

• Europe, disinformation, AI and the future of journalism at the heart of the 20th 

M100 Sanssouci Colloquium 

• Special Talk on 'Europe in the Shadow of the US Elections' in cooperation with 

POLITICO 

Potsdam, 21 August 2024: Dr Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu, President of the Republic of Kosovo, and 

Donald Tusk, Prime Minister of Poland, will be honoured with the M100 Media Award on 12 

September in the Orangery of Sanssouci Park in Potsdam. The keynote political address will be 

delivered by German Chancellor Olaf Scholz. The award ceremony will be hosted by journalist 

and television presenter Astrid Frohloff. 

“Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu and Donald Tusk are indispensable voices for our democratic free 

society in these challenging times,” said Mike Schubert, Lord Mayor of the State Capital of 

Potsdam and Chair of the M100 Advisory Board, on the Board’s decision. “They are trailblazers 

for a modern and stable Europe. Vjosa Osmani has demonstrated determination and foresight in 

advocating for the young democracy in a region long marked by conflict, showing the critical 

importance of safeguarding freedom and justice. Donald Tusk represents an unwavering fight 

against autocracy and the non-negotiable nature of democratic values. Both – Vjosa Osmani-

Sadriu and Donald Tusk – place human rights and democratic principles at the core of their 

actions. Their voices are invaluable right now – not only for their countries but for the entire 

continent. They are not just committed Europeans, but above all, compelling ones. Their work 

sets standards and inspires.” 

Dr Vjosa Osmani-Sadriu was elected President of the Republic of Kosovo in April 2021. The 42-

year-old holds a doctorate in law and is the second woman to lead the country, which declared its 

independence 16 years ago. Since Serbia does not recognise Kosovo's independence, the two 

countries are engaged in a dialog on normalization of relations facilitated by the EU and 

supported by the United States of America. As a teenager, Osmani-Sadriu experienced the 

Kosovo War of 1998/1999 first-hand. A decade later, the young jurist, who earned her doctorate in 

international law from the University of Pittsburgh, successfully represented her country before 

the International Court of Justice in The Hague, which ultimately confirmed that Kosovo's 

declaration of independence did not violate international law. Since the beginning of her political 

career, Osmani-Sadriu has tirelessly advocated for reforms, the strengthening of democracy, a 

pro-European course, the fight against corruption, as well as equality and women's rights in her 

country and beyond. President Osmani is committed to democracy and the rule of law, as well as 

the integration of the Republic of Kosovo into the Euro-Atlantic structures. Despite all threats and 

obstacles, President Osmani is unwavering in sending strong pro-European signal that 

democracy and freedom must be defended as essential achievements. In 2024, President 

Osmani was awarded the European Prize by the Coudenhove-Kalergi Society for her continued 

efforts in promoting and defending Euro-Atlantic values. 

Donald Tusk has been the Polish Prime Minister since 2023. Through a compelling campaign 

that emphasised unity over division, his pro-European party Platforma Obywatelska (PO) 

successfully steered the country back towards a functioning democracy with a free press, after it 

had been governed almost autocratically by the PIS party from 2015 to 2023. In doing so, he 

stands as a rare political figure representing the success of the European unification and 

enlargement process, Poland's achievements over the past two decades, the restoration of the 



 

rule of law and democratic values in Poland, and the revitalisation of close trilateral cooperation 

within the framework of the Weimar Triangle with France. Tusk served as President of the 

European Council from 2014 to 2019 and was Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland from 

2007 to 2014. From 2019 to 2022, he was Chair of the European People's Party. On 13 

December 2023, he resumed his role as Polish Prime Minister. The 67-year-old is one of the 

staunchest supporters of Ukraine. In 2022, he delivered one of the two laudations at the M100 

Media Award ceremony honouring the Ukrainian people, with the award being accepted on their 

behalf by Dr Wladimir Klitschko. 

The M100 Media Award will be live-streamed on www.m100potsdam.org. The non-monetary 

prize has been awarded since 2005 as part of the international media conference M100 

Sanssouci Colloquium. Recent recipients include Alexei Navalny (2021), the people of Ukraine 

(2022), and the Women, Life, Freedom movement of Iran (2023). 

Download press photos here. 

M100 SANSSOUCI COLLOQUIUM (12 September, 9.30 am – 6.30 pm) 

The M100 Sanssouci Colloquium, held earlier in the day under the theme "Democracy under 

Attack. Disinformation Campaigns, AI and the Role of the Media in the 2024 Super Election 

Year," will bring together around 80 international editors-in-chief, academics, and representatives 

from politics and civil society to discuss the impact of disinformation, Europe's resilience, the 

transatlantic partnership, the state of democracy, opportunities and risks posed by artificial 

intelligence, and the role and responsibilities of journalists in an increasingly complex world. 

From 17:30 to 18:30, a live-streamed Special Talk in cooperation with POLITICO will take place. 

Under the title "Europe in the Shadow of the US Elections," Adam Jasser (Deputy News 

Editor, TVP World, Poland), Tanit Koch (Journalist, The New European, Germany), Jonathan 

Martin (Politics Bureau Chief and Senior Political Columnist POLITICO, USA), and Olga 

Rudenko (Editor-in-Chief, The Kyiv Independent, Ukraine) will discuss what a potential President 

Donald Trump or President Kamala Harris would mean for Europe and Ukraine. The discussion 

will be moderated by Gordon Repinski (Executive Editor, POLITICO in Germany). 

An overview of all participants can be found here. 
The agenda is available here. 

 
Press contact and accreditation: 
SteinbrennerMüller Kommunikation 
Dr. Kathrin Steinbrenner /Kristian Müller 
E-Mail: mail@steinbrennermueller.de 
Telefon: 030 – 4737 2191 
 

The M100 Sanssouci Colloquium is an initiative of the association Potsdam Media International e.V. It is 
supported by the State Capital of Potsdam, Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg, Deutsche Postcode Lotterie 
and the Federal Foreign Office.  
Sponsors: Agentur Medienlabor and BFB DemokratieCampus.  
Media partner: POLITICO. 
Co-operation Partners: AFP, Medienverband der Freien Presse (MVFP), Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
and Stiftung Preußische Schlösser und Gärten (SPSG). 
The M100YEJ is supported by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom, Deutsche Postcode Lotterie 
and the ZEIT STIFTUNG BUCERIUS. 
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